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There is in this letter no statement nor even any implication that the cause of Foe's temporary resignation, of which \ve know only from this source, was tlmnlcenness. All that is said would be more obviously and naturally explained, both in substance and tone, on the supposition that when Burton refused to print the censorious criticism on Kufus Dawes Poo gave way to his anger, perhaps usecl high words, and in a. moment of pique left his situation ; on returning to himself, and under the strong pressure of poverty at home, it is not unlikely that lie surprised Burton by one of his self-huniiHating and bitter letters, and that Burton wrote to him, the foregoing kindly reply. This supposition explains everything that is said, whereas the assumption that Poe had been on a drunken spi-ee is not required by any phrase or sentence, and would fail to explain why the entire letter deals with tlio subject of Poe's criticism and the temperament out of which it sprang.
Independently of this letter, however, it is plain that Burton did charge Poe with the vicious habit which lie would find most difficulty in denying. Dr. Snodgxass heard the story at second hand, and nearly nine months later wrote about it to Poe, who was then editor of " Graham's." The reply is at length and explicit: —
1   ,                                   PHii-ADEH-niA, April \, 1841.
MJY !>EJ!LR fSsroDQRAss: — I fear you have been think-' ing it Was rtot my design to answer your kind letter atet as if we had not exchanged letters. Use more exercise, write wnen feelings prompt, and be assured of my friendship. You will soon regain a healthy activity of mind, and laugh at your past vagaries."l
